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Seminar in General Psychology (Psyc 260, will be Psyc 110)

(aka Basic Research Methods in Psychology)

e~

SYLLABUS ' --- Spring 2000
Monday 12:30pm - 1:20pm

Prerequisites: This 1-credit course is only offered to freshman or sophomore undergraduate students who are
co-enrolled in Psyc 100.

Contents: A seminar exploring applications, implications, methods, and findings of psychology. This newly
offered course is meant to stimulate the discussion and the exchange of ideas related to the principles of
Psychology within a small-section class (up to 19 people) of psyc students enrolled in Psyc 100 (Introduction to
Psychology). The content of the course will roughly paraliel that of Psyc100, i.e. it will range from very basic
neuroscience (the biology underlying psychology) to consciousness and the "altered states” (e.g. sleeping and
dreaming) via development, sensation/perception, language, emotions, learning and memory, just to mention a
few subjects. This course is NOT a study guide for Psyc 100, rather a parallel extension that will allow
interested students to pursue some of the most fascinating psychological issues in greater depth. In addition,
students enrolled in this course will be given the opportunity to interact with the instructor (Dr. Ascoli) as an
advisor for one year (Fall 2000 and Spring 2001) after this semester.

Class Location: RA-123

Instructor: Dr. Giorgio Ascoli
Office location: Krasnow Institute, Rm. 217 (click here for campus location)
Ph. x3-4383, E-mail: ascoli@gmu.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:30pm - 3:30pm or by appointment.

Texts: You can either use the textbook adopted for your Psyc100 section, or (as an alternative) J.W. Kalat's
"Introduction to Psychology”, Sth edition (Brooks/Cole ITP). Internet readings linked to the online handouts

will constitute a relevant portion of the study material (content of internet readings WILL be tested in the
exams).

Method of instruction and evaluation: Weekly 50-minute lectures will have a large component of class
interaction. Student attendance and participation is strongly encouraged (with questions and discussions during
the seminars), and will affect your final grade. "Homework" thought questions are optional and their main
purpose is to serve as a means for self-evaluation. If you do turn in your homework answers, I will read them
and send feedback to you. There will be a mid-term exam and a final exam. Midterm exam will be an in-class,
closed-book, multiple-choice quiz covering the first half of the course. The final will be take-home and in essay
format (in the style of thought questions assigned throughout the semester), covering the entire, whole-semester
program. Final grades will be based on the following components: class participation 30%; midterm exam:
30%; final exam: 40%. Important: I expect all students to be willing/able to use email and internet access (e.g.
Netscape or Explorer). All handouts, assignments, and class-related notices WILL BE POSTED on the web at
this site: http://www.krasnow.gmu.edu/ascoli/Teaching/Psyc260/index.htm

Class schedule by (approx.) subject: follow links for required reading, thought questions, additional
material, ete.
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Mid-term exam (Classes 1-7). Exam will be in-class, closed-book, multiple choice format.
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